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A new chapter of ARA was.begun May 16'rh
Chicagoland is notorious for its segregated, racist
history. The south side and suburbs have always been
plagued by an ignorant, abusive and at times violent
atmosphere. Determined folks have decided we
have had enough and have decided to organize
against this disgrace and expose this menace with
direct action, armed with the studied truth.

We will look into and report on racist situations
from around the Chicagoland areaq, with a particular
emphasis on the southside of Chicago and the south
suburbs. We're going to battle ignorance and hate
with brotherhood, sisterhood and insightfulness.

Racism goes way beyond the bonehead
mentality of the nazis and klansters. Although these
creeps must be exposed, it is the suit and tie gang
who manipulate their strings, that must ultimately be
stopped. The history of this country is one of slavery,
horrible sexism, racism, genocide and sexual
repression. Although rarely acknowledged, we are
products of our history and this begins to explain why
our society is so degraded by white racism.

Let's go beyond the simple explanations and

papered-over “solutions."” WE MUST FIGHT RACISM!
South Chicago ARA p. 0. box 721, Homewood, IL 60430
ara_s_side@hotmail.com
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" WHATISARA? P

vle are Anti-Racist Action (ARA). We have chapters all over
the United States and Canada. We're growing fast.

ARA is a network of regular people, together to solve a
problem. We intend to do the hard work necessary to decrease
racism, sexism, anti-gay bigotry, anti-Semitism, and the
unfairness which is often suffered by the disabled, the youngest,
the oldest and the poorest of our people.

We confront hatemongers like the KKK and other white
supremacists. Every time they come out we want to be there. We
won‘t stand by and watch these terrorists recruit.

We educate. The ARA News now reaches thousands of readers
in 44 states and nine countries. ARA activists have spoken at
hundreds of colleges, high schools and community groups.

We celebrate. Our Rock Against Racism and Punk Against
Racism shows, benefits and festivals gather progressive people
together to have fun.

We‘'re working on new projects. A radio show. Cable access
television productions.

JOIN US. 1If there’'s no ARA in your town, talk
to some friends and start one. We‘ll help.

No dues. No commitment. Just a chance to change the world.
Do it for the victims. Do it for the children. Do it NOW --
before it’s too late.

Anti-Racist Action (ARA)
P.O. Box 82097

Columbus, Ohio 43202
614.424.9074

In recent years the tide of intolerance and injustice in our society
The gap between the rich and the rest of us is bigger than cver.
scapegoat rakial minorities, women's rights activists, gay people,
and the forelgn-born to hide their own part in the problem. Now there are more
prisons and governmental restrjctions on our freedom but no less fear of crime. We
have less funding for educatian, but more corpofate welfare and military spending.
We cannot and will not let this go on. Come and be a part of the solution.

has grown.
False "leaders"
environmentalists,




ANTI-RACIST ACTION (ARA) <

PO. Box 82097
Columbus, Ohio 43202
(614) 424-9074
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( SowTH ChicAgo ARA Wwile
ConoucT A wopllsStop
AT THIS Con ez en ce

on October 16, 17 and 18, 1998, Columbus will host the
Fifth Annual International Anti-Racist Action Network Conference
and Party. You should make plans now to attend.

Wg_y\e,e_o(

Dear Friends:

The ARA Conference has grown into the largest, most
important and most fun gathering of activists in North America.
The weekend will be filled with exciting speakers, interesting and
informative workshops, great music and cultural events, and
opportunities to make new friends.

We will have more specifics about the program and about
registration, housing, child care, etc. in about August. In the
meantime, mark these dates on your calendar and look forward to one
of the most inspiring and memorable weekends of your life.

THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF THE ANTI-RACIST ACTION NETWORK (ARA-NET)

1) We go where they go. Whenever fascists are organizing or aclive
in public we're there. We don't believe in ignoring them or staying away
from them. Never let the nazis have the slreels.

2) Don't rely on the cops or the courls to do our work. This
doesn’t mean we don'l ever go lo courl. Bul we must rely on ourselves 1o
protect and to stop the fascisls.

3) Non-sectarian defense of other anti-fascists. In ARA-NET, we
have lots of groups and individuals. We don'l agree about everything, and
we have a right to differ openly. But in this movement an allack on one
is an allack on us all. We stand behind each other.

4) ARA-NET intends to do the hard work necessary to build a
broad, strong movement against racism, sexism, anti-
Semitism, homophobia, discrimination against the disabled,
the oldest, the youngest, ard the weakest of our people.

We Intend to win,

v

-adopted October 1995-



SOUTH SIDE ARA (Anti-Racist Action) .

Do you hate racism? Are you sickened by the
Klan and Nazis? Do you reject sexism, homophobia -
bigotry of any kind? Then come and join the surging
anti-racist action (ARA) network. A new chapter is
forming on the south side of Chicago. An organizing
meeting will be held at the Blue Island Public Library
on Saturday, May 14, at 2 p.m. ltis located at 2433
York, in Blue Island. Call (708)-388-1078 for
directions. You can write to South Side ARA P.O. Box
721, Homewood, Il. 60430 for more details. We have
an e-mail address, also. ltis ara_s_side@hotmail.com

We plan on producing newsletters, delving into this
pervasive problem in depth. Learn how racism
functions and how to fight it. Join other socially
conscious folks struggling for human decency in the
area. Fight fascist ignorance and racist filth!

There are other ARA groups in Chicagoland. Write
ARA Chicago c/o Autonomous Zone, 1573 N.
Milwaukee, 420, 60622. Their ph. # is 773-252-6019.
Rogers Park has an ARA chapter and one is forming
in Cicero. Each group is completely autonomous.
The center can be reached at A.R.A. P.O.Box 82097,
Columbus, Ohio, 43202. 614-424-9074. ara@coil.com
Their free monthly newspaper is excellent.

TRUTH, FREEDOM & BROTHERHOOD

Sk

PULL ‘EM UP NOW
BEFORE THEY TAKE ROO

'//‘/'r‘\




South Chicago ARA

A new ARA (Anti-Racist Action) was started on
May 16th, with an organizing meeting held at the Blue
Island library. The meeting consisted of a diverse
group of six people who are determined to challenge
the bonehead racist atmosphere in this area. ldeas
were discussed as to how we can best go about
challenging the growing degeneration into overt
racist behavior and nazi “thinking” that is all around
us. This brief newsletter is the beginning.

A student at Brother Rice brought a sense of
urgency, which began our work. As we all know,
Brother Rice is plagued by a particularly bad
atmosphere, racially. It is the school where the
uniquely degraded “Buckwheat” incident and brawl
occurred as their school basketball team hosted
Thornton, a few months back. The “counselling” did
little to deter a core of racist bullies from continuing
their anti-human behavior. This sordid story will be
further looked into. Students must organize to fight
for racial justice, open respect and human dignity.

A courageous and articulate lady told of the bad
goings-on where she works (St. Xavier College.)
Belligerent racist students are harassing hispanic
students there. These people must be challenged
and stopped to create a human environment that is
not degraded by such racist filth. An enormous
amount of education and direct action must be

begun to challenge and overcome this most basic
socCial scourge.
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On June 20th, the second South Chicago ARA meeting was held
at the Blue Island Library. Six new members joined in on the
discussions, representing a wide range of communities. People from
Chicago, Alsip and Willow Springs joined earlier members from Blue
Island, Oak Lawn and Monee.

We talked about our plans which include having a literature table
and alternative stage at the Blue Island Festival in the Park, to be
held July 11th and 12th. We also talked about participating in the
ARA tour to be held at the United Center on July 16th. Plans for a
benefit concert to be held in Homewood at Off the Alley in early
August were discussed. We also talked about working on this
newsleter. Our next meeting was determined to be scheduled for
August 1st at the Blue Island Library from 3 p.m. until 4:45 p.m.

Information packets were handed out, ideas tosses around,
recent events such as the march and rally to advocate for public
housing. and to protest city government heavy-handedness as to
the Cabrini demolitions and forced relocations, in which ARA
members participated, were recounted. The important ongoing
Black Radical Congress was discussed. Also the ARA convention to
be held in Columbus in October was brought up. Some of us will go
there and participate, and even conduct a workshop.

New members discussed the problems racists are causing in their
communities. It is the same ignorant broken record. Racist bullies
are preying on young people of color and those who associate with
them. These nazi wannabes threaten and attack people who they
can manage to isolate and outnumber. They plague all ,
communities in which they subsist, and recruit alienated individuals
with promises of acceptance, only to teach them intolerance and
thuggery. which is their only offering. There is nothing positive these
creeps ever offer. They're human cockroaches, who degrade our
towns and menace our streets. '

After this meeting, several of us went on a clean-up. Nazi
scrawlings and garbage had been strewn about a party spot of
huge concrete chunks, located off a path in the woods by the Cal-
Sag Channel, in Blue Istand. This is a polluted industrial site, where
the Chicago Gas Lamp Mantle Company used to operate from. It is
located on ther north side of the Channel, west of Ann St. at
approximately 132nd street. Brainless nazi and hate-filled graffitti
was painted over. All the garbage was cleaned up. We decided to
put positive, life-affirming messages in their place. We wrote things
like “"ARA," "EQUALITY,” and symbols such as the peace symbol, the
symbol representing women (and life) and an "E" with a circle
around it, symbolizing respect for the environment. The atmosphere
has been totally fransformed from an offensive, threatening,
ignorant and wasted area to an enlightened, positive spot offering
hope nnd respect for human life. Dignity or vileness222 You choose.



Racism and Housing in Chicago's South Suburbs 9

- In 1988, a federal court judge ruled in favor of "affirmative marketing™ 1n

a case involving the south Chicago suburbs of Matteson, Fark Forest, Richton lark
and University Fark. “Affirmative marketing” 1s the targeting of white hoasebuyers
to a community afrald of becoming resegegrated by blacks. Supposedly, black buyer:
would in "no way” be hindered in their search for housing by these campalgns.
Matteson, the most vocal campalgner even claims to "celebratg“ their “diversity.'
Needless to say, they are not actively recrulting Chicanos, Arabs, Orlentals,
Black Africans, Europeans ot Blacks. They need whites to celebrate “diversity...'

“The freedom to choose 1s elemental in a democracy.”l True. However, this
is pot a democracy, and never has been. The parameters of "choice” have been
dictated by the monied interests - the corporations lnterested, and the mortgage
companies (banks.) The housing "industry” 1s no exception.

“The Fair Housing Act, section 3504 (c) prohibits raclally discrimlnating
advertising. Sectlon 3604 (a) prohiblts discriminatory actlions and effects that
limit housing avallability to minorities and others. Our concern is whether the
affirmative marketing prograam, although not intended to discrimlnate, in fact
has the effect of denying information about avallable properties to mlnority
home buyers.” 1. The NAACP 1s concerned that Hatteson's "affirmative marketing”
may be stepping on the toes of th: falr housing laws. It has no quarrel if the
campalgn supplements, rather than supplants normal market activities. Now, who
would want to interfere with “lawful” business?

Getting to the point 1s Matteson resident and community leader Henry Swan's
focused statement and question. "I'm offended because what they are saying is if
you get too many of me in the community, that's dad. Why is it that when we move
in, people start strategizing and making changes?™ 2. To which Ralph Coglianese,
Matteson Village Administrator and writer of letters inviting advertisers to vie
for the job of cooking up thelr advertising campalgn, responds by saying, "It's
hard to comprehend that (people think) somehow wa're trying to keep.nlnorltles
out.” ibld. Let's help this poor, lost soul out.

Sherlynn Reid, director of community relations in Oak Park, says, "Segregated
and resegregated communities are planned. So if you want to live in an integrated
community, that has to be planned too.” 3. So much for democracy. This hints at
the reality of the situation. Communities are pre-determined. By whom? Why?
What's the englne driving these outcomes?

You have freedom for the monied interests to pursue the greater accumulation
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of wealth and power. All the "laws“ media, etc. are stacked in their favor: The
rajority of white people follow the dictates set down for them., Racism is drummed
into them from infancy. They are taught to be servile, functionaries in entrepre-
neurial enterprises. They are atomized from thelr surroundings, compartmentalized
in their jobs, and thoroughly confused as to the economic, social and political
machinations around them. They are utterly alienated from proper appreclation

of their potential value in soclety and retreat to a coccoon of their family and

a few friends, dulled by a myriad of mindless escapist pursults, such as religion,
drugs (especially alcohol) and the inaccessibility of insightful analysis. They
are fed the drone of capitallsm's justifications for the sanctity of private
property and the “god" glven right of profit-driven economy. In effect, the sheep
being led to slaughter, consider their lot favorably. They're “free.” At least
they're not black or poor. W¥hen truth and insight are stumbled across, the
reaction is instant fear. This is the market the housing industry caters to (as
do all other major American industries.) )

As ror.houstng."the situation has been fostered over the‘yeara by discrimina-
tory real estate and banking practices, and it is predicated on a harsh reality:
most whites do not choose to live in areas with large black populations. Demo-
graphic studies have shown that generally, once a community’s black population
goes beyond 20 percent, whites begin leaving."” 3. ¥ell,... most whites really
have been successfully brainwashed into self-crippling mind-sets, now haven't they?

The racism of the housing industry is institutional, varied, complex and
nauseating. The banks control the transactions and ineffect, much of the home- .
owners lives, as the payments are so high, a steady income 1s essential to mainiain
possession of ones house, furtﬁering worker docility. The role of the friendly
nelghborhood bank is similar to the IMF, which controls the immlseration of whole
countries, in the "third world.*

Real estate agents and mortgage company enployees see these racist outlines .
through individual closings. The overt racist is no longer “politically correct,”
but the covert, unconsclous, “sincerely" anti-racist worker for capitalism, steers
whites away from “changing" villages. They suggest more "stable" (i.e. "white")
communities nearby. The fact these white coﬁmunlties' housing is more expensive
and the realtors commissions are increased, is but a perk for “helping" white
families attain the living situation, they so desire - sﬁpposedly. As forAblacﬁ
horme seekers, invariably they have less capital to work with and white realtors
(as almost all whites) have been kept ignorant of black culture, aspirations,
motivations, etc. - in effect, the only true heart, brain and soul of the country.
These realtors have no “feel® for what to do. They may pawn these pepple off to
black realtors, or more likely, "steer” them to "changing” neighborhoods.
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Nobody likes to be an extreme minority (such as the only -black family 1n a
white neighborhood.) In a thoughtlessly racist soclety, a daily eavironaent of
harassment for oneself, spouse, and children, over and above the daily racist
assault delivered to every black person in this country, is too much, for all
but the bravest. 4hen you go home, you want some peace and quiet. To 1n5u¥e
that, other blacks are needed to relate to and soctalize with. When an upwardly
moblle black is mired in exclusively white “culture,” he suffers miserably. The
grotesque example of such devolution is Clarence Thomas.

At first, a fearless black family moves in and 1is usually able to withstand
the cold and occaslonally aggressive “greeting"” from his new nelghbtorhood. The
truly ignorant, panic-mongering racists are the first rats to jump ship, acceler-
ating the availability of housing in that area. teople do move for a variety of
reasons. Raclst fear, ignorance and ractal steering accelerate the "changing"
of a community.

I grew up in this general area, in the intensely racist southwest guburt
of Tinley Park. I got married at age 23. My new wife had some money for a down
payment and we were able to buy a starter home in Hazel Crest, I1. By the time
I got her out of the house and started to pay her off (divorce) 1 began to see
what kind of neighborhood I had. I got a couple of friends to move in, to defray
costs. So, it became a bachelor pad. All my nelghbors, 1t seemed, were older,
white and hopelessly racist.

Finally! Blacks started to move in. The nelghbors went into a panic.
“They're taking over the park... They hang out at the White Hen... They blast
that music!..." Cee whiz! Black children actually play in the parks and ride
their bikes! They're not as glued to the tube like white kids. Thcs they
“appear" more visible than their actual numbers. They‘'re not afraid to live or
be seen. As for myself? I loved 1t. I got excellent new neighbors. A great
blues Joint opened in place of a dime-a-dozen drug store, with soul food next
door. The town was waking up from it's all-white downer.

The two old bags on either side of me, I felt a particular revulsion for.
They'd constantly call the cops to sy house, harass my animals and generally
spew racist venom. Both their husbands were harried, hen-pecked wusses. One
day one of these guys came over to glve me all his old beer. It seemed strange
because I never really talked to him before. He always hid out in his house
(11ke most older white folks do.) The next day, the ambulance arrived and brought
out his body. He put a bullet in his brain. The bitch drove him to suicide.
The other lady was a dog-faced racist. All she could talk about was how she
had to “move away from the niggers." Her and her husband did move - to Faducah,
Kentucky. 1 guess that's a type of heaven for such low-life, racist swine.
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i got to know a few of the blacks. It was the only time I felt accepted
and treated nelghborly, the whole 1) years I lived there.

In 17299, my second, most excellent wife, young first son and I moved, for a
variety of reasons, a bigger yard, lcss'cookle cut, etc. It certainly was not to
flee from association with black people. The blacks I'd befriended asked me not
to leave. T felt sort of like 1 was abandoning them. I'm still friends with the
ones I know where they live. 1It's sickening to me, a nelghborhocod is dependent
on the lowest, most ignorant white racists as to it's economlc fate. But 1t goes
much deeper than that. Just as "white,” then "resegregated” or even "integrated”
communities are "planned,” so is thls ingralned racism. Corporations and banks
orchestrate how solvent a community will be by expanding business or shuttering
them, based mostly on thelr "profitabllity” or the perception of future “profita-
bility.” As blacks move in, corporations see red, and pull out the economic rug,
without repercussions, (usually with governmental assistance) go elsewhere to
infest and exploit other areas’ workers. It is the untouchable right of
capitalists to "maximize profits.” Neanwhile, blacks are left with the cupboard
bare and ignorantly blamed for this "planned” outcome.

A rare few comnunitier, such as Oak Park, Evanston, and Park Forest, have

. had a comparatively stable experience with "integration.” Oak Park is an older

community to the west of Chicago and Evanston is north, home to Northwestern

University. Blacks and whites live in close proximity and treat eachother more-

" or-less {outwardly) cordial. These communities have a higher percentage of
" enlightened whites 1iving there, more often than not, with a university easing

the mix. I lilke to take my sons to Central Park in Park Forest to play. 1It's
alvays more fun to play with the black kids.

Blacks are perfectly willing to live and assoclate with whites, but not at
the expense of being excluded from enjoylng their black neighbors. Blacks have
had to exist among large numbers of whites since day one and understand how the

racist game operates. Few blacks, however stoop to embrace white, bourgeois

. "values.” Whites have always been steered away from grasping black soclety valuen

vhich keeps whites raclally, crlturally, socially and politically ignorant.
The truly oppressed (blacks) always know more about societal reality, as the

gloves are off in their dealings with the system. There's no honey-coating

reality and there's no racist “"privilege"” to be baited with.

If white people were smart, they would accept the decency offered by blacks,
befriend them, learn of life and fight racisnm.

"In a survey of Matteson's residents conducted as part of the Quality of Life
Taszk Force review, the majority of the respondents stated that they wanted to live

in a dliverse community. If current housing trends continue, however,Matteson will
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not remain diverse because the nuaber of white homeseekers ia fewer
then tﬁe number of homeseexers of other races. in an effort to preserve
the diversity of the village, efforts will be made to promote lhatteson to the
underrepresented homeseeker who is interested in nvu!(. in a comaunity where
diversity is a value." 4. p. 3.

Let's stop and try to declpher this. At this time, sumaer 1995, katteson
was roughly 50¥¢ white, 403 black and 10% "other.” They are really only talking
about blacks and whites, here. Chicanos, Arabs, African Blacks, Orientals, even
Suropeans are not even being considered. "Gther races” basically means, “"Feople
we're not concerned with.” They have figured out that once a community goes below
S0% white or over 20% black, they are in big trouble. The whites vanish and the
blacks "take over.” Aren't whites a ailnority in this world? Why must a comaunity
alwvays have a white majority or it is written off? “Preserving the diversity”
is a nice sounding phrase, which means keeping the white population above 50¢ and
the black population below 20¢. What in no important atout theme figures?

Ultimately, in capitalist America, the whima of corporate boarda muat be
catered to, at all costs. A suburb like Matteson relies heavily on shopperc. A
once thriving mall, Lincoln lall, is now about half full. It is now surrounded
by large "super” stores, such as Yal-liart, Best Buy, Target and other mega-
franchise operations, blandly typical of suburban America. In another south
Chicago town, Harvey, when ite¢ mall, Dixle Square, closed down, it signalled the
death knell of that town. The only use made of Dixie Square in the last twenty
years was when the Blues Brothers trashed it in thelr movie, while belnk chased .
by Chicago police. They were on a mission from God: ‘Threa touwns to the east of
Hatteson, 1s the poorest suburb.in the .damn country! This is called Ford Heights.
It used to be called East Chicago Heights, but Ford moved a plant there and thought
1t would be nice and vain to rename the town after themselves. HNeedless to say, -
they've done absolutely nothing for the welfare of "its" residents. Poorest in
the country! It's reduced to licquor stores, "missions” and rundown "housing."
The town just to the east of Matteson, is the relatively enlightened Park Forest.
To the east of that, dominating the area is the "city” of Chicago Helghts. This

- has been a long-time Mafia-run cesspool of corruption and despalr. Racisa seethes.
To the west of Matteson, separated by farms are the more “afflueat” towns of
Frankfort, Hokena, etc. Steered whites populate these places.

Somewhat north and east are other destitute black towns that corporate America
avolds with a vengeance, such as Markham, Phoenix and Robbins. The only “enter-
prises” contemplated for these areas are the incinerator proposed for Robblné. a
fev fast food dumps, small shops, gas stations, etc. to supplant the junkyards and
licquor stores. Any real "industry” has long since vanished.
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Jdhen the cat jumped out of the corporate bag and the movers and shakers of
Texaco were shown to be the basest of racists, (by thelr very own drooling
utterances,) it just slipped out. It wasn't supposed to be shown like that.
khat it exposed was the pervasive racist soullessness of corporate reality. These
racist corporate deities are the Gods that the American state, all local govern-
ments, the courts, the police, every municipality, and each individual American
nust prostitute themselves to accomodate. Racism in housing, as it is in every
industry, is a business decision...

Cther towns are also trying to use "affirmative marketing.” . “Affirmative
narketing” is the active pursult of white homebuyers in a raclally mixed town,
ostensibly to “maintain diversity,” but really meant to maintain white control
so as not to give those with capital “reason" to discontinue “businesc" in that
towm, which would exacerbate white abandonment.

Harvey, a once thriving “satellite city“ of Chicago, like Joliet, Elgin,
Aurora, Feoria, Lockport, and Chicago Heights, ic now a vast wasteland. Guess
what happened! It borders South Holland. South Holland wants to “slow a pattern
of ‘white flight'" 5. This is supposed to be accomplished by the "affirmative
marketing” aimed at whites, willing to live with blacks. The “fair" housing
“laws” are being offered as legal back-up, if 1t can be shown that real estate
outfits are steering blacks in and whites out.

Yho would use these courts? Blacks?? Every black person has been harassed
and menaced by the police and court system in this country. The courts and Jails
overflow with black “criminals.” The village is trying to lure whites. How

the hell are the courts going to glve blacks justice???

The village of South Holland wants to also establish a “cooperative home
buyers workshop and a process whereby real estate agencles provide sales statistics
to the village as a means of ‘rumor control.'" ibid. Obviously, they mean by
»rumor control® the racist panic-mongering that whites frequgntly lower themselves
to. “Census figures from 1990 show South Holland's minority population at 12
percent, although village officlale privately estimate 1t currently at 15 percent.” ibid.
why should they be so squeamish over a lousy 3% rise in “"minorities?" (read Blacks.)
Whites still outnumber blacks almost six to one. Whatever happened to the cele-
bration of diversity? South Holland is infamous for its particularly venomous
eaction to the initial pinpricks of “open houslng" in the sixties. Then the
white supremicists squealed blind .hate.

Yhite people in general, have been molded into a sort of homogenized sameness.
They get up, go to work, having swallowed the big American lies of “freedom,"

“free speech,” “Democracy,” - the whole American dream portrayal. They do thelr

jobs, as told, watch macsive amounts of televislon, and consume ad nauseum.
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There's rarely so much as a free-thinking peep out of most of thea. If you want
diversity, you'd think you'd want less of these types of people and you'd crave
more Blacks, Asians, Arabs, Chicanos, etec.

But the llberals refuse to look upwards to get a glimpse at the real racist
string-pullers, who have always called the shots in America. The conservatlves,
at least, eabrace the natlon's tormentors as thelr ideal. They're dead wrong, but
at least they're honest enemles. Liberals think they can “"refora” a monstrous
system by ignoring it's reality, while peckingauay at minor symptoms, by self-
proclaimed, well-intentioned "initlatives.” They rely on the "law” that is written
for the benefit of the rich, yet is broken by them whenever they feel threatened.
The only “laus" enforced are ones black people so condemningly "break.”

"Steering" is not just a phenomenon of selective advertising and real estate
agents. Segregated housing subdivislions are "planned” by the colluslon of bullders
and government.

"The pattern developed by Yaufman and Broad in the south suburban area 1is
typical of the operation of the 235 program all over the country. Kaufman and
Broad, one of the nation's largest corporate builders, bullt the all-white
development of 'Appletree' in Country Clubd 'ills and eight niles away in Chicago
Helghts buillt the amongst all btlack 'Forest Helghts.' This was not an accident.
The larketlné procedures must have been carefully designed to produce this result.
HUD not only did not question these procedures but -~ aided the bullder by allotting
255 section 235 mortgages to the builder to be used in Forest Helghts. This is
over 90% of the new homes in lower income subsidized mortgages. In Appletree they
allotted some 113 and black buyers golng to Appletree were told that 235 mortgages
were not available in Appletree. These two projects were bullt at the same tlne
with almost identical houses at the same price level. HUD and FHA made no atteapt
to help or inform low-income buyers, but left this entirely up to the builder.™ 6. p.3s8.
So much for government agenples or "watchdog” groups keeping the fair housing laws
adhered to. The racist conduct of business, unfettered, is the American way.

"Although advertised as an integrated development, the majority of the homes
were sold to blacks - many from Chicago's south and west side ghettos. Given the
fact that Kaufman and Broad placed the bulk of thelr advertising in the black
media, the volume of black buyers in Forest Helghts is not surprising.” 5. p.35h.
Forest Helghts 1s cut off from Chicago Helghts proper. It was originally meant
to be a Fark Forest industrial park, but when industry spurned the town's courting,
the whole area was platted into small, single-facily units - every bit of it.

o parks or schools were allocated for.
Forest Helghts 1s a miserable section, bounded on the north and east ty

rallroad tracks. To the south a forest precerve begins and to the west 1s Western
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Avenue 5 busy highway that 1s the beginning of Park Forest. It is a very busy
four lane highxay, with businesses running along both sides. ‘'hen the houélng
bepan to crumble due to shoddy construction, naturally, the black occupants were
blared. . ’
"A reporter for the Chicago Daily Jeus, visiting a Forest Heights' family in
its 323,250 bl - level home,(these are sixties prices) leaned against a steel
column that provides the main support for the living room aé well as for the
load-tearing wall in the upstalrs halluay and found that it swung loosely from
the beam overhead. This was one of many such examples of shoddy construction »
in the subdivision." ibid. According to an article in the Chicage Sun-Times,
these residents were "families from the city, women and children without fathers
in the family... The majority of these people had never before owned a house...
for most of them the transition was from a high-rise slum to a one-family house
(that) began deteriorating because they had no experience in keeping a place up..." ibi
They assume these people to be manless tramps who don't know how to live in a
dwelling, even though they've lived somewhere previougly. “Reporting" they call it.

The children of these residents, poured into the schools; ill-prepared for
the assault the system dished up. Although Chicago itelghts "residents" they
overfloved the echools in Fark forest. These students said "Black students are
separated from the majority of the student body by virtue of the tracking systen...
The majority of the black students are placed on a low-level track without adequate
programs to help them advance... tracking 1s a major factor contributing to black
and white conflicts because there is no opportunity to interact." 6. p.362.
fiemember, this is in the relatively benign town of Park Forest. You can imagine
how miserably treated the black students were at more racially ignorant areas.

This racist tracking haprens everywhere black students go to school, unwelconmed.
As racial “incidents" increase and get more vioclent, the townspeople panic, the
realtors pick up on it, and steer blacks one way and whites another.

“The general conclucion must be that at:each {bcome level and rgardless of
socloeconomic characteristics, a concentration of black families is perceived
negatively by whites.” ibid. This is not thought of as the crux of the problem -
outrage that it 1s, but.as a fact of 11fe that blacks should accept as the way
things are and must adapt themselves and thelr behavior to accomodate. After all,
that's the "reality” most whites settle for, so it's "official.” =

“Surveys have chown that vhites consider a neighbtorhood to be 'integrated’
if one or two black famllies live there. African-Americans tend to think a
substantially higher minority fpresence 1s necessary before a truly bi-raclal
anblence i5 achleved." 7. p.15. ‘hen blacks move in, “white home buyers tend

to look sonmeplace else.” 1bid. “In the absence of white demand, integration
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dissolves into white-to-black "resegregation.” First home values slide, then the
tax base, then public services.” 7. p..16. So, in a thoroughly racist society,
blacks are blamed for everything, most specifically, their blackness. For this
rulns everything for the poor whites, who nmust uproot their families and flee.

“The status consclousness of white residents is viewed as a tasic factor
underlying their perceptlon and evaluation of racial change.” 6. p. 375.

Status 1s defined as the "soclal estimation of honor." 1bid. Status consclousness
1s the "degree to which status considerations are important to the individual

the extent to which he is concerned about his oun relative status or to which
status factors tend to'color his interactions with others.” ibid.

-Soclal estimation of honor "is clearly distinguished from the concept of
‘class.’ -The deslre for statua protection lay beneath the white behavior in
raclally changing neighborhoods... and that this desire was usually manifested as
avoidance behavior based on status consciousness - that 1s, that the mechanisa
precipitating white flight was white status consclousness.” ibid. In other wvords,
racist Joe Blow could forget the reality of his wage-slavery, &o long as he had
his white status consciousness (privilege of the white skin) btut he could “enjoy"
it, only if there were mo blacks visible to "spoll” it for him! How base 1s that???

Capitalisa wants whites to be full of racist mindlessness, essentlally afrald
of their own shadow. This “"status consclousness” of whites is the rich vein mined
by MAD Magazine in its mockery of American culture. This ephemeral "status” is
what we spend our lives working for - striving to attain for our families. By
some nebulous racist gauge, we're supposed to have attained the zenith of the
American ideal if we accunulate enough material possessions ( a fancy house and
car, maybe a boat - whatever) in our sparklingly 1ily-white enclaves! So the
capitalists see whites work doggedly for their companies with thelr sole societal
goal being material accunulation and racist “gtatus.” That is why I say white
soclety is cultureless and soulless. The last thing most whites want to have
happen 1s to be judged on the content of thelr character, instead of the color
of thelr skin, because they would all fail nisérably.

»'Black’ carries the imputation of status inferiority and a black or integra-
ted neightorhood is considered low status.” 6. p. 377. That's insanity bellieved
as truth. Treason is your angwer to this stultifying, mind-melting rot! 1It's
such healthier to hang with blacks than other whites. That is the truth.

What is best for blacks? I don't know, because I'm not black. My skin is

sort of opaque, pink, and slightly tanned in places. Blacks do not seea to be
bothered, per se, by the presence of whites. This 1s an enormous stroke of luck
to those "whites" smart enough to pursue their own best interests. Blacks need
the company of blacks and tolerate non-racist whites. Whites need the company
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of blackn. “Jhlteness™ is everybody's eneay.

Institutional racism 1s involved in resegremation as their motives are
purely profit-driven. Racisa increases profits.

Pacist perception of a neighborhood dictates lending policies. “hany
financial institutions view inter-racial neighborhoods as poor investrent risks.
‘‘hen financlal credit is denied to an individual or enterprise on the basis of
the racial composition of a neighborhood rather than on the ability to repay the
loan, redlining occurs. ¥any racially integrated areas are wrongly considered
as ‘high risk' loan areas and residents and businessec in these aress are often
denied credit or forced to pay a surcharge for a loan. Furthermore, the backers
of new develorment tend to favor large scale:urban development in suburbanizing
arean rather than small-scale redevelopment in established neighborhocods. This
process of financially favoring developing communities as opposed to established
neightorhoods is called disinvestment.” B, p. 17. CTo the raclst perceptions of
financial institutions determine which community is allowed to flourish and which
ones will die. Capitalism is only interested in capital accumulation, not human
velfare. Liberal reformers somehow hope to succeed in "reversing the bias of
financial institutions." 1bid. But there's no profit in basic human decency for
the monled interests. Small concessions may be pmade and lip service paid, but
the economic engine of racist capitalism is hardly slowed.

In the more “affluent” suburban housing, you're seeing Condos,-quadriplexes,
etc. They‘'re very expensive and “secure.” Often each building is an exact clone
of the next. More profit and more sameness - less "blackness.”

The media is another culprit. It “covers®™ raclal incidents incessantly,
headlining crime stories, daily. They‘'re trying to maximize rating and assiduously
avoids the consclously constructive endeavors of people. With seven million or
80 people concentrated in this megalopolis, somebody 1s going to kill somebody
else, in a most gruesome fashion, daily. This hanmering on the subject, re-inforces
ignorance and fear. Black "suspects“are deplcted as horrible, scary monsters.

nfortunately, this is the only media known to the vast majority of whites.
Nlewspaper, television, and magazine sound bite, shallow take on stories, provides
no insight to a television somnambulized public, who accept trite sensationalism
as “nevs."” In depth, insightful analysis of reality isn't “profitable" either.

The liberals want to persuade the media to be more “resronsible.” The reactionaries
have convinced many that the media suffers froa “liberal blag.“ It suffers
cancerously froa both.

Rental management agencles see whites as more favorable tenants. Realtors
play their role as cogs in the racist machinery. "As a consequence of self-steering
by race as well as illegal realtor manipulation, the dual housing market is
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perpetuated and realtors have too little incentive to alter market trends.” 8. p.25.
Once again, it's not profitable to function humanely in this capitalist systea.

de have to go with the flow of “"market trends” of ingrained racisa. ¥e all know
who lives in tbe most rundown apartments 1n the crapplest parts of town and who
doesn't... -

Community organizations “operate-in--1solaticn and .cften thelr programs
duplicate and overlap eachother. In addition, these housing groups generally are
understaffed, underfunded and their activitles are not publicized. Community
organizations in predominantly white areas have not made serdous efforts to promote
minority housing.” 6. p. 27. Here, supposedly, 1s “"democracy" at the grass roots
level - fighting for their racial turf. This is what capitalism has reduced white
people to - scared, ignorant-of-reality consumers, oblivious to their real best ’
interests - inter-raclal living and genuine human development.

As for builders and developers, "Most new housing 1s constructed in all
white developing areas rather than in older established mixed race nelghborhoods...
Black homebuyers are discouraged from moving into new areas because some builder-
developers feel that black home buyers will drive away white traffic... some
builder-developers have also created 'instant ghettos' by constructing some
subdivisions, often substandard, and marketing them exclusively to minority
families.” 8. p.21. Big surprise here, isn't it? Gee, I think I'm detecting a
pattern..

The "image" a community acquires, as viewed by outsiders, whether factual or
not, "often determines who moves into that comnunity.” 8. p. 29. In a racist
society, blacks have limited options, often opting for an area that provides at
least a semblance of acceptance. Naturally, the “poor” whites, then have to
tail out and seek out new honkified enclaves.

The law merely claims to protect a person "froa having his/her freedom of
choice abridged; the laws do not rectify raclal discrimination of the past nor
do they ﬁrotect interraclal community 1living.” 8. p. 31. The law! GCo to any
court in the suburbs for a traffic ticket or something. The bullding is over-
flowing with black "defendants!” The whites are the judges, the cops and the
greasy lawyers, with a smattering of white defendants. Have you ever gone to
court and seen a clhil'rights_case, sincerely fought on the behalf of a wronged
black person? Blacks are hauled off to prison with the volumnous regularity of
the Nazi cattle-cars full of Jews!

As for government, rest assured they care little for raclal decency. The
feds claim to favor local control, yet pour 1n the national police at any sign
of "trouble.” They rob us blind, bully the world and put on the long-running
abomination known as Congress and the Presidency. As for local governments,

"Hany local governments actlvely work to exclude thenselves from reglon-wide
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froblems and responsitilities in hcucing. Furthermore, come local governments
either do not invest in local, irferraclal areas or they refuse to deal with racial
concerns altogether.” 3. p. 35. another revelatory bonbshell, eh?

The schools are schools of racism. Lily white schools allow whites to avoid
blacks altogether, re-inforcing racist beliefs. Interracial schools attract
blacks vhich sends white parents packing their kids off to other schools. As the
black percentage of students increase, the funding for these schools dries up.
Invariably, the blacks are blamed for beins the cause of their own victimlizatlon.

Cn the individual home buying level, the “actlions of many homebuyers and
homesellers are often self-limiting and against federal falr housing law. Many
wvhite and black homebuyers are self-steering themselves into neighborhoods where
they feel they would te the most comfortable when thelr assessment 13 based on
very limited factual information. Furthermore, the actions of some homesellers
such as selective showlng and selling as well as diffgrent home prices for each
race are illegal. On the other hand, some majority homesellers ha&e panicked
and sold their houses at a loss after the first minority move-in." B. p. 41,

Do thereraining whites blame these bastard nelghbors for dragging down their
home values by their gutlesc fleeing? liope. Almost invariably, the blame 1s
on their new (black) neighbors. '

Financial institutions insict on appraisals for every sale not sold on a
cash basis. “The appralsal process penalizes homes located in older areas and
in areas where residents are of mixed raclal, ethnic and income background.” 2. p. 4.
Arpralsers must go to school to take courses at the institutes sponsored by the
Cocliety of Real Estate Appraisers and the American Institute of Real Estate
Appraisers. Their texts state that neighborhood homogenlety effects the "value"
of a neighborhood. The student outline states, "As a general rule, minority groups
are found on the bottom of the soclo-economic ladder and problems assoclated with
minority group segments of the population can hinder community growth." ibid.

A slide show accompanies the Istitute of Appralsérs cBurse. “The accompanying
sound track sald of a neighborhood.analysis 'one exceptional factor which may
affect value iz the influx of inharmonious soclal or racial groups.' The slide
on the screen showed a burned out store."” 8. p. 45. The prospective appralsers
are told the single roct important “value level” of a “residential neighborhood
are influenced more by the social characteristics of its present and prospective
occupants than any other factor.” ibid. €Fo the appraiser is supposed to make a
snap judgenment as to a future honeowner's “social characteristics” after being
inculcated with racist appralsalese!

“Low balling" by aprralsers and employees of mortgage companies (which are

often a branch of snome ban%,) is common. They "low ball” the appraisal of a
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house in a "changlng” neighborhood - even when a buyer has agreed to buy the houce
for a higher price than the appraiser claims the house 1s worth. The deal is
therefore, nullified. The appraiser is just doing his job of sabotaging a
nelghborhood that is “"changing.” Kodest, single-fanmlly homes are purchased by
working people. They can't just lay down a wad of cash and skip the appraical.
The potential buyer must get a mortgage loan to purchase the house, so the bank
determines how a neighborhood is “"changed.” leedless to say, the banks make an
enormous commission on the sale of every house, through a complex myriad of
fees charged to btoth buyer and seller, and contilnue to "make” money on the
interest on the mortgage loan, which usually amounts to two or three tizes the
amount of the actual loan. Blacks pay higher interest rates on their mortgages.

As for relying on builders and developers to aind their profit-driven,
racist "P's" and "Q's,“ “Discrimination and/ot fallure to market afflrnatlvely
can be negatively sanctioned. Watchdogging, however, 1s not easy and often WID
reglonal offices do not have the resources to do the job adequately - even with
aid fron community organizations. If the regulating office 1s not swift and sure
in its enforcement, and sanctions are not 'harsh' in cases of definlite non-
compliance, the developers are not likely to feel that non-compliance is much
of a risk.* 8. p. 50.

The actual coastructlon of housing 1s another nail in the coffin perpetuating
racism. When construction workers (almost always white) build a tract of hoaes,
1t depends on how expensive the homes will be, who they are to be sold to, and
the whims of the builder(s) involved. When white construction workers know they
are bullding a development that will be targeted to blacks, they can let their
racism be realized in a concrete fashion, on the job! The nailing becomes
haphazard and many are skipped altogether. Warped pleces of wood are sheep-dipped
into place. The whole job 13 done with a mind-set of "half-ass.” The bullder
may provide shoddy materials and the workers are given an inadequate amount of
time to construct the homeé properly. Raln and snow are allowed to damage the
homes before completion. Serious flaws are papered over instead of corrected.
"They'll ruin 'em, anyway." These workers are victims of this status crap, too.
The "privilege of whiteness”™ 1s the miserable “perk” clung to. Poorly trained
or non-union labor is used to build the cheaper housing, which blacks usually
get stuck with, WYhen an expensive (1.e. “white”) house or nelghborhood is
constructed, pride in workmanship, quality materials and attention to detall
come to the fore. The most experienced craftsaen and top of the line machinery
are employed. The blueprints are followed to the letter as foremen and inspectors
swarn the site. The police presence is noticeably increased, alnimizing
vandalisn during construction and giving thelr fapratur on the soon to be sacred
addition to the hallowed instltution of private (“white") property. 35ickened yet?
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These problems were delineated in the late seventies, when a half-hearted
effort was still being made to do the right liberal thing. This was a coasting
to a stop from the impetus from the civil rights movement of the sixties and the
“Great Toclety's Har on Foverty" - a.sham offensive ending in miserable failure -
as they were pulverising Southeast asla (another war they lost.) The tiny tethering
on the Gulliver of naked raclst capitalism has been ripped away by the rightist
tide. The openly anti-human regimes of the Reagan, Bush and Clinton eras, were
prepared by Carter's “"rehabilitation” of American might. After their Vietnanm
defeat and the jJatergate sludge, Carter spoke of “human righte,” as the U.S.
prepped the Central and South American Death States. low the beast is rampaging
worth...

2ach of these South Chicago communities has their oun sordid history of
racist relations (typical throughout the U.S.) as they became "integrated" or
forned as planned suburban ghettos. The black children golng to the schools,
breaking the color line, had to go through emotionally and psychologlcally,
what Victor Jara was forced to endure physically... I'm sure most whites reading
these raragraphs will react incomprehendingly - stunned by these paragraphs,
but blacks would give it approving nods of recognition. 4Yho do you think has a
handle on what racism means and does?

As the vell of the speclal privileges of "whiteness" is belng shredded,
through long overdue enlightenment and bitter reality, more and more whites
angrily realize they've been dupes in a collosal hoax. As the dynamics of
capitalism careen into naked profit-seeking, the thin veneer protecting whites
from its most blatant assaults is being exposed. %hite youths are more intuned

to black culture (particularly musically) and its-defiant message. We're all
in this together, brothers and sisters! Know thine enemy! We've seen what can
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